28                         INTERNAL REFORMS

A great many of these had been abolished, but the new
department under the direction of the Maharaja set itself
the task of abolishing more; and this was accordingly
done to the great advantage of the ryots, and also of the
development of trade. But the hardest task remained. If
the prosperity of the cultivators had been placed upon
a better footing by giving them security, the principle of
equality of distribution demanded that those who had
profited by the promiscuous generosity of former Rulers
in return for merely nominal services or for none at all,
should now be called upon to contribute something to
the State revenues. There was, of course, strenuous
opposition by vested interests, but the resolution of the
Maharaja, supported by the tact and ability of Mr. Klliot
and his department, overcame all obstacles. The Land
question had at last been solved, and with the framing of
rules which should deal with every conceivable kind of
tenure this most important subject was closcxl Henceforth
the departments were only concerned to apply the rules
to particular cases, and though there have been changes,
the principles of the Land settlement remain intact.

It has just been said that there was strenuous oppo-
sition. This for the most part was expressed in remon-
strance, petition, appeal. But in one noteworthy case it
took the form of active rebellion. When the Survey
Department began to measure the public lands in certain
favoured villages, the leading Rajputs organized a regular
league for resistance. They collected arms and money for
the purpose. In the village of Pilwai, where active opera-
tions were going on, they attacked the officers of the
Police, the Survey, and the Revenue Departments and
drove them away. They fortified the village, prepared for
a regular siege, and defied the authority of Government,
At last, the Police having proved unavailing, the Military
were called in. The Resident advised conciliation,, and his